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Message from Dr. Richmond 

Dear Nighthawks, 

Wow, how I miss your smiles and hugs! I know that this is not how we expected 

to be starting a new school year. However, one thing I know is that we at 

Northern are resilient and we will get through this. As I always tell you about 

struggles, this too shall pass. While you 

continue your learning at home, keep 

dreaming and making plans for the 

future. Read, practice the skills you are 

learning with your teachers and others, 

and remember to be thankful for each 

and every gift you have…because that’s 

what Nighthawks do! If you ever need 

to just talk, call me at the school, I’m 

here for you! 

Till we see each other again, 

Dr. R. Robert Richmond I.V.  
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B. Teams Meeting Norms for Students 

It is important that students maintain a certain decorum during online meetings. While we 

understand that students are at home, we also believe that it is important for students to know 

the following: they are in an online version of school, with cameras on other students and 

families can view what is taking place, with computers unmuted others can hear any words or 

outside noises that occur, and with the use of the chat feature words that are typed will be 

seen and stored by technology. Please help students to understand that with technology comes 

personal responsibility, and that disrespect of technology may come with school consequences. 

We have developed a kid-friendly set or norms to aid with remote learning. 
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C. Scheduled Types of Learning You Can Expect 

During Remote Learning, we will be doing two types of learning: Live Instruction and 

Independent Practice.  

During Live Instruction, students will access live instruction 

using the “Live Teaching” button in Canvas. Students will 

access a link that will take them to whole group or small 

group live teaching sessions using Microsoft Teams. Here, 

students will have access to their classroom teacher 

teaching them content. Students will also interact with 

other students and could possibly even work in small break 

out groups. If a student is unable to make the live teaching 

times, they can access recorded content at any time on Canvas.  

Additionally, students will be given independent practice work such as Zearn Math, workbook 

practice problems, videos to watch, and independent tasks to complete. These tasks can be 

completed at any time during the week. 

Students must access all work using teacher’s Canvas page.  

Students will also have access to recorded content from our Specialists. Students will 

participate in Art, Music, P.E., and N.E.S.T. once a week per subject. There will not always be an 

assignment due for each of these specials classes each week.  
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D. Northern Elementary Daily Schedule 

Every day students will have the opportunity to meet “Live” with their classroom teacher for 

whole group lessons and small group intervention, remediation, or maintenance. Whole group 

live teaching times will take place in the morning with a universal Northern ES lunch break from 

11:00-12:00. After lunch, students will engage in invited small groups, office hours, and 

recorded “Specials” including Art, Music, P.E., and N.E.S.T (students will virtually attend ONE 

specials class a day). 

*If a student is unable to attend an 8:00am session, students may drop into the designated drop-in 

service time. 

*If a student is unable to attend the “live” teaching during the times outlined below, they will have 

access to recorded lessons on their teacher’s Canvas page. (recordings will be available within 24 

hours. 

*Due to EC scheduling, some teachers may have a slightly different schedule. Your teacher will 

inform you if that is your class. 

*Your teacher will inform you of your specials schedule. Remember, all specials are recorded and 

can be completed at any time. Also note, not every special will require an assignment submitted 

every class. 

*As always, we are more than willing to work with our families! Please reach out to your child’s teacher and 

administration if necessary 😊 
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E. Attendance and Grades 

Attendance and Grades 

Attendance will be taken, and grades will be assigned during remote instruction per the 

North Carolina Department of Instruction (NCDPI). The NCDPI states: 

• A student cannot be considered absent solely due to not logging into an online 

resource/lesson on a remote learning day. A student will be marked as “present-off-

site” based on evidence of student engagement. A teacher who has a face to face 

interaction, e.g., virtual meeting or phone interaction, with a student on that current 

day can mark a student “present- off-site.” 

• A teacher may change a student’s attendance based on 

evidence of student engagement that is collected after 

the current day due to completion of work that is 

turned in a later date. (July 2020) 

In laymen terms, teachers at NES will be constantly checking for attendance and assignments to 

be completed. Within remote learning there are due dates, however we understand that 

families may only be able to login at specific times throughout the week. We want students to 

have academic opportunities for mastery of skills and not mastery of “submitting by a specific 

date”. Students will always have the opportunity to go back in and complete work for a grade 

throughout remote learning. This can be a way for teachers to take attendance and grades. A 

student engaging with a specific day’s assignment, regardless of when that engagement 

happens, can count for a student’s attendance. More 

information will be coming from your child’s teacher 

and what it actually looks like at that particular grade 

level. 

At Northern Elementary we know that Covid-19 

information can change by the day. We also believe in 

grace and student learning. We understand that the 

pandemic has brought on many obstacles: childcare, 

working around parent work schedules, parents 

working from home, etc. We will do what is within our 

power to work with families when it comes to grading 

and student attendance for outcomes that are in the 

best interest of students. 
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F. Technical Assistance Response Unit (TARU) 

Need help with: 

Canvas… 

Teams… 

Devices… 

Destiny E-Books… 

GCS Logins… 

Educational Videos… 

 

TARU Team 

Barbara Farrell farrelb@gcsnc.com 336-656-4032 ext. 1300 

Alex Swerbinsky swerbia@gcsnc.com 336-656-4032 

Daniel Swanson swansod@gcsnc.com 336-656-4032 

Nicole Weeks weeksn@gcsnc.com 336-656-4032 ext. 1111 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact TARU 

TARU is here to help 

mailto:farrelb@gcsnc.com
mailto:swerbia@gcsnc.com
mailto:swansod@gcsnc.com
mailto:weeksn@gcsnc.com
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G. Let Mrs. Miller Know (Social-Emotional Well-Being) 

As a School Counselor, Mrs. Miller's job is to 

promote the academic, social-emotional, and 

career development of all students.  She is 

available to help students in areas such as 

feelings management, friendship and social 

skills, solving conflicts, setting and achieving 

goals, and coping with changes such as loss or 

divorce. 

During remote learning, lessons and activities 

for students will be posted periodically in Mrs. 

Miller's Canvas course titled “Mrs. Miller – NES Guidance 2020-2021.”  These guidance lessons 

are optional for students and there is nothing to turn in to Mrs. Miller for a grade; however, 

they are provided to help students with academic and social-emotional development.  She may 

also join online class meetings with homeroom teachers from time to time to say hello to 

students.  When we return to face-to-face learning, students will have Guidance class with Mrs. 

Miller as one of their weekly specials.      

 

 

 

Need to talk…Mrs. Miller is here! One way to reach her is through a 

"Student Check-In" link in her Canvas Course. She is here to discuss 

specific concerns and set up a time to talk via phone or through 

Microsoft Teams.   

 

Need assistance…Food…Clothes…Connection to Community 

Resources…Mrs. Miller is here! 

Mrs. Miller is also available to help connect families with resources in 

the community like food assistance and school supplies.  

NORTHERN UNITED…PERIOD. 

 


